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FROM THE DESK OF SP4K

Happy October!
 
We’ve had a great start to our 4K year, and our young scholars are settling into their school
routines. I hope your child goes to school with a smile and has shared some fun and positive
experiences with you.
 
In 4K, we provide our students with opportunities to learn and practice skills through play. Over
the last few weeks the teachers have been working hard to establish classroom routines, set
expectations and help students acclimate their new surroundings and weekly schedule. Thank
you for supporting your student, getting them to school and working with us in this initial
transition time. During the month of October, teachers will begin digging a little deeper into
each student’s skills in several developmental areas, and identify what they need to do to
support their continued development.
 
The Creative Curriculum for Preschool guides our practice in 4K, and Teaching Strategies
GOLD is the tool we use to track student progress throughout the school year. As we observe
your child during their 4K day, we note which skills they have mastered and which skills we
need to place focus on; through interventions, extensions or direct teaching activities.
 
We look forward to discussing the start of our school year at our upcoming Family/Caregiver
Conferences.

Family Conferences!!
In 4K we offer family conferences two times per year, in the fall and early spring. This FALL our
conferences will take place between October 10th and October 14th.
 
Conferences are a great time for families and teachers to touch base. You will have the
opportunity to hear how your child is adjusting to school, what they have been working on, and



ask any questions that you may have.
 
Conferences will be held in person or via Zoom! Keep an eye out for dates and times your
teacher is holding conferences. The times and dates will vary by site and by teacher.
 
If you do not hear from them reach out and check to see how they are holding conferences
this fall.

CALENDAR REMINDERS:
NO SCHOOL:
 

October 13th and October 14th- Family Conferences

Planning on Chaperoning or Volunteering?
Are you planning on chaperoning �eld trips or volunteering this year? Criminal background
checks are now completed online. If you have not had a criminal background check completed
in the last 3 years, please take a moment to �ll out the online criminal background check. 
 
Did you know?
It can take up to two weeks for your background check to be approved. If you are planning on
chaperoning any upcoming �eld trips or volunteering in the school, please take a moment to
�ll out the online criminal background check so that you are ready to go when these events
occur.
 
Site Speci�c Needs:
In addition to completing district requirements please check with your child's teachers or site
directors as they may have additional needs.

https://s.smore.com/u/63e3/3a9840e02831033a37529b79359db259.jpeg
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/MTk1MDplbi1VUw==




Stay Connected with the SPASD
App
This app allows students, staff and caregivers to access
information quickly and easily. It provides access to school
blackboard connect noti�cations, District news, Peachjar �yers,
COVID updates and more. Students and caregivers can also
access In�nite Campus via the app, which provides information
regarding attendance, grades and more. To download the app,
visit either the iPhone App Store or the Google Play Store. 

https://cdn.smore.com/u/4fce/f8744072b18ef4d2e6a0c9faa031095c.png


Why Play? The value of a play-based 4K
classroom experience-Laurel Bonogiono
1. Children learn through their play. 
Don’t underestimate the value of play. Children learn and develop:
Cognitive skills – like math and problem solving in a pretend grocery store
Physical abilities – like balancing blocks and running on the playground
New vocabulary – like the words they need to play with toy dinosaurs
Social skills – like playing together in a pretend car wash
Literacy skills – like creating a menu for a pretend restaurant
2. Play is healthy. 
Play helps children grow strong and healthy. It also counteracts obesity issues facing many
children today.
3. Play reduces stress. 
Play helps your children grow emotionally. It is joyful and provides an outlet for anxiety and
stress.
4. Play is more than meets the eye. 
Play is simple and complex. There are many types of play: symbolic, socio-dramatic,
functional, and games with rules-–to name just a few. Researchers study play’s many aspects:
how children learn through play, how outdoor play impacts children’s health, the effects of
screen time on play, to the need for recess in the school day.
5. Make time for play. 
As parents, you are the biggest supporters of your children’s learning. You can make sure they
have as much time to play as possible during the day to promote cognitive, language, physical,
social, and emotional development.
6. Play and learning go hand-in-hand. 
They are not separate activities. They are intertwined. Think about them as a science lecture
with a lab. Play is the child’s lab.
7. Play outside. 
Remember your own outdoor experiences of building forts, playing on the beach, sledding in
the winter, or playing with other children in the neighborhood. Make sure your children create
outdoor memories too.
8. There’s a lot to learn about play. 
There’s a lot written on children and play. Here are some NAEYC articles and books about
play. David Elkind’s The Power of Play (Da Capo, 2007 reprint) is also a great resource.
9. Trust your own playful instincts. 
Remember as a child how play just came naturally? Give your children time for play and see all
that they are capable of when given the opportunity.
10. Play is a child’s context for learning. 
Children practice and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play. It gives them a
place and a time for learning that cannot be achieved through completing a worksheet. For
example, in playing restaurant, children write and draw menus, set prices, take orders, and
make out checks. Play provides rich learning opportunities and leads to children’s success
and self-esteem.

https://www.naeyc.org/play


REMINDER- THURSDAY IS EARLY
RELEASE FOR 4K AFTERNOON
CLASSES!!!
Please be aware that EVERY Thursday is Early Release for
AFTERNOON 4K classes. (Morning class times do not change)
 
Please be ready to pick up our child or meet the bus at an earlier time...
 
AFTERNOON Classes Times on THURSDAYS: 
 

Creekside, Northside, and Token Springs- 11:42-1:30
All other Community Based sites- 11:32-1:20

https://s.smore.com/u/a848/4267387b681a8ee811a8ada203b52b29.png


Review Bus Safety with this quick story-Review Bus Safety with this quick story-
EnglishEnglish

Review Bus Safety with this quick story-Review Bus Safety with this quick story-
SpanishSpanish

Kobussen Bus-
· Buses can be noisy places. Please help your child remember to
use their “0-1”voices, so the drivers can be safe. Sometimes,
when bus drivers have to speak loudly to be heard, our kiddos
mistake loud for “yelling”. We have given the bus drivers this tool
to help our 4K students understand what kind of voice they
should be using on the bus. It is also used in our classrooms so
your children should be familiar with the tool and the language used.
 
· Staying buckled in their seats is very important. Even if the ride is short please help us to
reinforce the need to stay buckled and sitting in their seats, until the teacher comes to get
them off the bus.
 
· Please be prepared to meet your child’s bus 10-15 minutes before the scheduled bus times
you have been given. Due to absences and our door to door busing the bus times may vary
within that time frame.
 
· If your child is not going to be riding the bus to or from school please let the bus company
AND your teacher know. We want to make sure we know exactly who is getting on and off the
bus every day. The bus company can be reached at 825-8700. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S5iqGlyrYWvCKF3NyACgBH2-j4ELh7Z_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fTf4468Nj8LyTxF5O-58zmIdohUphHAK/view?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/41bd/06bf9f46a7223efb348ed3821b2cb05f.png


HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS from the DepartmentHALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS from the Department
of Healthof Health

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/community.htm
https://s.smore.com/u/e3134bd1ca83fffde2a2d427566f8095.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/d14610791b27ba870ecdfbfd8be7c89c.jpg


SPASD Food ResourcesSPASD Food Resources

COVID FLOWCHART-ENGLISHCOVID FLOWCHART-ENGLISH

COVID FLOWCHART-SPANISHCOVID FLOWCHART-SPANISH

District Resources
Click on buttons below for more information

Elizabeth Knudten
SP4K Program Supervisor

501 South Bird Street, Sun Pra… elknudt@sunprairieschools.org

608-834-6671 sunprairieschools.org

Becky Penticoff
Early Childhood Special Education Program Manager

1435 North Thompson Road, S… rcpenti@sunprairieschools.org

608-478-5178 sunprairieschools.org

https://www.sunprairieschools.org/district/covid19/meal-service
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sr3OS1LJtvhkJaA7gxLzG8hTUgblYrAB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KL5FNeUD2sfMrmQJvxFouOUeyCQX_gsO/view?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/a667259a16100c70d6e888088e145f11.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=501%20South%20Bird%20Street%2C%20Sun%20Prairie%2C%20WI%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:elknudt@sunprairieschools.org
tel:608-834-6671
http://www.sunprairieschools.org/
https://s.smore.com/u/c12afbed3045b695329f20a44ad6734c.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=1435%20North%20Thompson%20Road%2C%20Sun%20Prairie%2C%20WI%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:rcpenti@sunprairieschools.org
tel:608-478-5178
http://sunprairieschools.org/


Cindy Schmitz
501 South Bird Street, Sun Pra… csschmit@sunprairieschools.…

608-834-6672 sunprairieschools.org/sp4k

SPASD: STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION
No student may be unlawfully discriminated against in any school programs, activities or in
facilities usage because of the student’s sex (gender identity, gender expressions, and non-
conformity to gender role stereotypes), color, religion, profession, or demonstration of belief
or non-belief, race, national origin (including limited English pro�ciency), ancestry, creed,
pregnancy, marital or parental status, homelessness status, sexual orientation, age, or
physical, mental, emotional or learning disability. Harassment is a form of discrimination and
shall not be tolerated in the District. It is the responsibility of administrators, staff members
and all students to ensure that student discrimination or harassment does not occur. 
 
(SPASD District Policy JB)
If a student or parent/guardian would prefer to have this information translated into Spanish,
please contact us at 608-834-6620. Si un estudiante, padre ó guardian pre�ere tener esta
información traducida en Español, por favor contactenos en el 608-834-6620.
 
If a student or parent/guardian would prefer to have this information translated into Hmong,
please contact us at 608-834-6630. Yog tus me nyuam lub xiv los yog niam thiab txiv/tus neeg
muaj cai saib xyuas tus me nyuam xav tau qhov ntawv ntawm no ua lus Hmoob, thov hais rau
peb paub rau ntawm 608-834-6630.

https://s.smore.com/u/4dfe/36426a1a38a82b9dcbf417d55d54735f.jpeg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=501%20South%20Bird%20Street%2C%20Sun%20Prairie%2C%20WI%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:csschmit@sunprairieschools.org
tel:608-834-6672
https://www.sunprairieschools.org/sp4k
http://go.boarddocs.com/wi/spasd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=85UBEB0344D9

